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R.& €. ALUMNUS KILLED IN ACTION 


ie ieeOvOR GEORGE LITTLE BUTLER . (MG), U:S.N-R. 


It is with profound sorrow that we read in the December 30th copy of the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association of the death of Lieut. Gomdr. Butler who, as a Resident here on our 


Surgical Staff, had endeared himself to all those who had the opportunity of knowing him. 
The following is copied from the Journal of the American Medical Association: 


George Little Butler, Beaumont, ‘Vexas; University of ‘Texas School of Medicine, Galveston, 
1934; member of the American Medical Association; served an internship at the Jefferson Davis 
Hospital and the Houston ‘Vuberculosis Hospital in Houston; formerly resident in surgery at the 
New York Society for the Relief of the Ruptured and Crippled; commissioned a lieutenant (jg) in 
the Medical Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve on August 8, 1940; began extended active duty on April 2, 
1941; later promoted to lieutenant and heutenant commander; died in the Pacific area July 21, 


aged 34, of a gunshot wound of the right chest received in enemy action. 


age 


When ye Editor of this paper announced that he thought it time someone 
else t0ok over his editorial duties, te give him a rest and the R. & C. a fresh 
spurt, we screamed, "Don't look at us”. Shortly thereafter people began to approach 
us and say, "Ye understand you’re the next editor", which we denied. But alas, when 
the last issue appeared at the bitter end we faced the fact in cold print. So here 
we are, distinctly railroaded, but facing it bravely.’ 


We set out one afternoon, pad and pencil in hand, to newsgather from base= 
ment to solarium. In the basement we encountered no more excitement than is usally 
found there, and most people denied having any news. Mr. Shanncon told us again about 
visitors wiping their feet on leaving the hospital, so apparently that is a vision 
etched deeply in his mind. ‘fe found Hiss ory muttering to herself about meat 
points and inebriated potwashers, 


On the first floor we found pr. Raymond Lewis back from a nine day vacation 
spent in the wilds of Massachusetts. Other members of the X-Ray Department regret. 
oranges do not grow in Massachusetts. (‘hen Dr. Lewis spent his winter holiday in 
Florida, a crate of them alveys announced his arrival there). 


In the Accounting Office, which vas in the throes of the Annual Report, we 
found Mr. McMullin biting his nails and tearing his hair at the same time, which not 
everybody can do. There seemed to be several auditors around counting on their 
fingers with their noses deep in books. Agnes Donahue was_rejoicing and with very 
good cause. Her nephew, Ed Murrey, who has been in the Army 38 months, is in a hos-~ 
pital in the Phillippines, suffering from battle fatigue = the hospital proves to be 
the very one where our Major Joyner is serving. Major Joyner wrote Agnes a very 
nice letter about Ed «se. and what is more, it wes followed by a most laudatory 
letter from the colonel reassuring as to Ed's condition and saying that Ed will un= 
doubtedly be sent to the U.S.A. for a period of rehabilitation. 


At the Information Desk, we found that people are now calling and asking 
if this is the Hospital for Unusual Surgery. Smart people$ 


Proceeding to the Clinic Desk we found Anne Schoppman beaming. Seems her 
husband had talked about being discharged from the Army (because of his age), but 
had had no definite decision given him. Then Anne did not hear from him for a weeks 
'til the other night he appeared at her door in civilian clothes} Anne didn*t seem 
to object. 


From there we wended our way to the sixth floor where we found the Lab 
stewing between secretaries. The applicants come in and look around, give evidence 
of being sufficiently enchanted, promise eagerly to come in Monday, and then rush 
home to telephone in that they've changed their minds, 


Incidentally, we believe no one has mentioned that the hospital has been 
busily acquiring beautiful blondes of late, there are now two in the X-Ray Depart= 
ment, not to mention Dr. Ruth Snyder herself. And now there is a new technician in 
the Lab. If we can only hold them ‘til you get back, boys! 


Over on the west corridor, we were reminded that the paper forgot to men= 
tion that Miss Dolores DeMelio, Dr. Straub*s dashing brunette secretary, announced 
her engagement at se dey Her diamond is definitely blinding, 


Mrs. ‘Jaknitz quickly pushed us out of Dr. ‘7ilson' s office with a few 
letters by way of appeasement. So let us get on with the mil, 


hie 


Dr. ‘filson has received a letter from Fritz ‘/aknitz from which we quotes 

Ie are now nicely situated in Calcutta in.a, fairly large general hospital servicing 
this gateway area to China. Orthopedics, as usual, has. not wanted for work. The 
men of our splendid Air Sorps and the drivers on the much publicized. roads of Burma -): 
contribute most of our casualties, I have never seen so many fractured pelves as ve .- 
have here. It seems we have a dozen around the place most of the time, The other 
dey there was a lorry accident involving six female passengers, five of them had 
among other things fractures of the pelvis. Iam learning how to treat them but I 
find it less simple and positive than some of the writers suggest. The influence 
of our (Sp. Surgery) hospital is certainly extensive. My predecessor here, Capt. 
Louis Perry (an excellent man) told me he was, from New Orleans, . I asked him if he. 
might have known Rufus Alldredge or Frank Cox. He replied, 'Hell I learned 811 my; 
orthopedics from them'. ‘le were immediately old friends..... Most of us live in 
daily hopes of soon returning to the ‘Zone of, Interior’. Maybe we will mke it by 
this summer. Please give my greetings to the staff and my friends at the hospital. 
I wish you all a very happy New Year. Ped. I sent Loraine a pair of Japanese shoes. 
with the great toe separate which I meant for her, to take to the hospital. Thought 
the shoe people would be interested!}" The shoe has been received and was presented 
at the Monday morning conference on February 5th. : c 

| “Here is a note from Bill Stanek. :."Kay and I are still in Topeka and still. 
enjoying the place. I don't suppose my work is in any way different from that in». 
other Army hospitals. There are still no specisl centers here but. in spite: of that 
there are mny interesting cases. , The orthopedic section grows every month and I 
have no idea when it will stop. I've been fortunate in getting a new, well equiped 
brace shop and plans are in for & new set of plaster rooms which ve need rather 
badly". | | ce We ; 

“Dr. Stephens received a letter from Dr. VanDerwerker dated January. 25th 
written from 500 Chase Avenue, VVinter Park, Florida. "The majority of the winter 
visitors: seem to be in their eighties but quite, chipper and pleasant. The University 

Club has about 400 members and from the looks.I am the newest and youngest member. 
They have very interesting papers on all sorts of subjects, chemistry, stamp collec 
tions, world affairs, etc. twice a week, Emily and I are taking lessons (private) 
at Rollins College in Typing, end while I em slov at using all, my fingers not look= 
ing at the keys, I,am making progress. .Hy other course is creative writing. Very. 


entertaining, The girls in my class age from 40 to 85 so there is: no hookup theres «| )' 


The Rollins girls are good to look at and make a pleasant relief from viewing the , 
old fractured hips limping around...e. Bud is an operating room orderly at Aberdeen 
Meryland Hospital, takes blood pressure, gets out instruments, preps patients, takes 
them to the ward, and is enjoying himself immensely. He is scheduled to enter, , 
Temple University Medical School in July. . He (Bud) had an acute appendicitis $ 
January 15th and was operated by his om doctors and fortunately is getting along. 
0.K." He adds that he (van) attends Rollins Chapel regularly every Sunday morning. 


"Little Joe” Guariglia heard from Doreld Dial who says thet he has had so 
little orthopedics lately that he feels. in danger of losing his professional stande 
ing es an orthopody, and that he may come back and work for Dre Beekman. . 


_.... Bill Yankiver vrites to Dr. Beekman, "4s you will see by the above, address, 
I was finally given a promotion .in spite of all the mischief I’ve gotten into heres . 
Sincerely though, vhen I heard about it this past Thursday, I hurried: to borrow the 
double bars and put them on. Heard it while scrubbing up in the 0.Re and my sink 
partner, a Major Malone, with whom Itye associated since last April, was the first 
+o congratulate me = We shook our wet and soapy hands over the sink. Quite.e cere- 
mony occurred when I signed my first operative note-Capt. I still find myself 
answering the phone, however, by my original title. About a week ago, we received 


woh we 


a trainload of patients with injuries similar in extent to those we originally 
receivedand we're in business again pitting up traction, changing casts, closing 
wounds and hunting for foreign bodies. There are a couple of hernias scheduled for 
tomorrow and I think I will try to get a hand in on at least one. Regards to all." 


‘hile on the subject of the Surgical Service, we feel obliged to report 
that we overheard with our own ears Dr. Carl G. Burdick threatening to shoot an 
accepted applicant for the next surgical residency if he failed to appear at the 
appointed time. Upon questioning Dr. Burdick as to his marksmanship, he avowed it 
vas sometimes good. 


Dr. Charles Lester has received a letter from Capt. Charles Burstein who 
says, "You probably remember Dwight Harken who used to be on 4th at Bellevue and 
then trained with Churchill in Boston and Tudor Edwards in London, He is in charge 
of the chest service here. I'tve also met Larry Miscall, Arthur Touroff, Joseph 
Lynch, and Charles Summers, Our work is all war surgery, of course, but there are 
many thrilling cases; intra cardiac foreign bodies removed, one right auricular 
foreign body necessitated going through the opening of the superior vena cava = the 
intra=-ventricular ones are easier ~ a bullet removed from within the pulmonary 
artery, and others from the common carotid and innominate necessitated sternum 
splitting. The intreepulmonary ones are fairly simple but decortications of clotted 
infected hemothoraces are quite shocking. Cardiovascular reflexes are not wanting 
but we cope with them. You vill probably hear from Dwight first hand; he is writing 
the History of Thoracic Surgery in YYorld lar II. My- fondest regards to you and 
hopes that I shall soon have the pleasure of working with you again”, 


Mr. Keller received a letter from Florence ‘finter reiterating the enthusi- 
asm she expressed in the letter published in the last issue for the Christmas shoe- 
horn, ‘Je quote, “It is such a useful gift with great possibilities outside of its 
intended use.eesceeeeJhen I opened the package I thought I saw a pair of arch supports 
and said, *Now isn’t that thoughtful of them. They realize I am on my feet a great 
deal and consequently in my old age I vitae be prepared'." 


Speaking of shoehorns, Mr. Keller firmly stated that he did ve wish to 
be written about in this issue, but we feel at liberty to quote another hospital 
director, Mr. John Hayes, who upon reading the last issue of the Record & Chronicléy 
sent us the following suggestions for a shoehorn. 1. A shoehorn can be used as a 
splint for the fractured arm of a midget. 2. By means of a double bend at the end 
of it, it can be used as 2 beer bottle opener. 3. Ground down sufficiently it can 
be used in cutting corns, 4. Placed inside a glove, it is a swell substitute for 
brass knuckles. 5. It can be used as a spoon for seating green peas for people who 
don't-like green peas and want them to roll off the spoon. 6, It can also be used 
as a shoehorn. 


In perusing the January 29th issue of Life, it seemed to us that we espied 
the features of our famous (7illiam Duncan in one of the pictures illustrating the 
progress of George Lott, casualty. In bringing this picture to the attention of 
other people around the hospital, they felt inclined to agree, and now we are all 
agoge Come out of your foxhole long enough to tell us, Dunc, 


Capt. Blair Patterson writes in that he is wintering somewhere in New 
Guinea. He says he is fine and getting as brown as a berry. 


It has come to our attention that Miss Ethel B. Willmer of the Physio- 
therapy Department has plunged headlong into what appears likely to become a lengthy 
correspondence with Homer Pheasant. This correspondence seems to be on the subject 


Dee. 


of native untrammelled feet versus feet confined by the shoes of civilizations, © 
Homer says he has found no hallux valgus, clawitoes, or pes planus, Ina laters) i 
letter he goes so far es to say that the Marshallian natives have little more. © «> 
agility with their toes than we do with this exception - the entire foot is more 
flexible and the large toe strong and supple for this is all necessary to climb 
cocoanut trees. He illustrates his points with "Jalt Disney sketches which remind 
this editor of those happy days when we.held art classes in the Lecture Hall and one 
resident drew worse than the other. ‘te would like to quote further from this correse 
pondence on the subject of feet but space does: not permit. However, if ,it continues 
as it bids fair to do, no doubt it will eventually be published in book form. 


Two people have heard from Dr. Roberto Olmedo. Dr. Richmond Stephens 
informs us. that he received from Olmedo a note dated January 31st from New Orleans »» 
saying that he had to wait four weeks instead of 16 days for the boat, but was at . 
that time about to embark on the voyage to Paraguay. ‘fe also heve at-hand a post- 
card addressed to a Mr. Anthony O'Connon which Tommy Cannon claims hac him in mind, 
We quote, “By the time that you receive this, I'll be sailing down to my country 
hoping to see all of you again, my very aggre friends of the Informtion Desk, I>: 
am missing all of you very much™, tes 


. It has just come to our attention that Dre Griese Plunkett died early in. 
December at Central Islip, N.Y. after a papa illness. Dr. Plunkett was an 
orthopaedic resident in 192829, . 


The Lab has had two interesting letters, one from Charley Kinchloe, who . 
is still in England, and in accordance with the usual humen notion that the spot 
where one is is fdr less desirable than any other, wishes he wer@ in Frances Howe 
ever, he states that since the hospital he is in can hold patients some length of » 
time, he has been "able to nail a couple of hips, and has plated several which had 
been closed secondarily and healed with the aid of penicillin." He has handled 
some patients who had been treated by Neil Garber (that young min must have writer's 
cramp) and frequently encounters other R. & Cs names on charts coming over from : 
France, Charley also mann ged to scypittay in a compliment for the Record & Chronicle 
- Says it's exfellent. 

The other better is from that long lost fellow in Orthopaedics - Jergeseny 
whom ve congratulate on a promotion to Major. He admits to having toured North 
Africa, Sicily, Italy, and now France. He comments on the sporadic arrival of the 
Chronicle which forces us to remark that all we need is the most gentle hint as to 
a reader's address, and we send ‘the Chronicle bouncing right after him or her, 
Thich sets us to brooding over the fact that some of you old timers have preserved 
your silence too longs John Sullivan, for instance, what are you up to? += And 
John Flanagan, Kerwin Fischer, Ted Geiger, Pete Lange, Bob Mazet, Joseph Messinay 
Ross McCarty, Peter Rizzo, Joe Schaeffer, Richard Schorr, Harry Tollefsen,. It 
Runes not to take a Spore to pry 4 few words from youe 


Our ebarksavaateate brings back the partade that. the badminton court. is 
more popular than ever. For furtherdetails, we will, leave you with that enthusi-=. 
astic supporter of the game, mean Hansson. 


If any of you gentle a are dieappaintad in inns seeing a drawing in 
this issue, we offer the excuse that we must get to work hai once on an ambitious 
one which the next editor has ordered for his issue,” i 


